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 				 	ANALYZING for TONE

Directions: The passage below is from Speak (5-6). We’re going to pick out the words that have negative and positive connotations. 


I grab a seat. Another wounded zebra turns and smiles at me. She’s packing at least five grand worth of orthodontia, but has great shoes. “I’m Heather from Ohio,” she says. “I’m new here. Are you?” I don’t have time to answer. The lights dim and the indoctrination begins.

 	THE FIRST TEN LIES THEY TELL YOU IN HIGH SCHOOL
 		1. We are here to help you.
 		2. You will have enough time to get to your class before the bell rings.
 		3. The dress code will be enforced.
 		4. No smoking is allowed on school grounds.
 		5. Our football team will win the championship this year.
 		6. We expect more from you here.
 	 	7. Guidance counselors are always available to listen. 
		8. Your schedule was created with your needs in mind.
 		9. Your locker combination is private.
 		10. These will be the years you look back on fondly.

My first class is biology. I can’t find it and get my first demerit for wandering the hall. It is 8:50 in the morning. Only 699 days and 7 class periods until graduation.






I grab a seat. Another curious face turns and smiles at me. She has a mouth full of braces, but she has great shoes. “I’m Heather from Ohio,” she says. “I’m new here. Are you?” I wanted to answer, but at that moment the lights dimmed and the orientation began.
 		
 	THE FIRST TEN FACTS I LEARNED ABOUT HIGH SCHOOL
 		1. We are here to help you.
 		2. You will have enough time to get to your class before the bell rings.
 		3. The dress code will be enforced.
 		4. No smoking is allowed on school grounds.
 		5. Our football team will win the championship this year.
 		6. We expect more from you here.
 	 	7. Guidance counselors are always available to listen. 
		8. Your schedule was created with your needs in mind.
 		9. Your locker combination is private.
 		10. These will be the years you look back on fondly.

My first class is biology. I got lost trying to find it and already got my first demerit for wandering the hall. But, it is 8:50 in the morning and luckily, I still have 699 days and 7 class periods to go. Plenty of time to find my classes, meet new friends, and create fond memories!
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