Mrs. Muldoon
English 9/9A
Introductory Essay

Directions: Write a 5 paragraph essay to serve as a way for me to get to know you, but also as a way for me to see where you are in the writing process. I will be looking for how you use the 6 traits of writing (Ideas, Organization, Voice, Conventions, Spelling Fluency, and Word Choice).  Please follow the essay outline below and try to use the accordion paragraph format we worked on in class this week.  ( _____________ sentences in each body paragraph.)
 

I. Introduction 
 

A. Attention Getter
 
 
B. Introduce yourself
 

C. Thesis (topic + what you’re writing about your topic)
 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________
 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
II. Tell me about you! 
 
 
A. Family
 

B. Favorites/Likes (food, sports, music, movies, books, etc.)
 

C. Anything important or interesting

 
III. Tell me about ONE [interesting, surprising, scary, awesome] event that happened this summer.
 

A. Use details and descriptive words to paint the scene in my mind
 

B. Explain the beginning, middle, and end of the event

 
IV.  Tell me about your current opinion of “English class.”
 

A. Explain your past experiences with English class
 

B. What do you like about English class?
 

C. What do you dislike about English class?
 

D. What is your biggest strength in English?
 

E. What do you think you aren’t very good at in English?

 
V. Conclusion 
 

A. Wrap-up Statements
 
 
B. Re-state your thesis from the introduction, but use different words.
  

C. End with a final statement 


Sample Paragraph about an Event that happened to me this summer:

 
If you talked to any of last year’s freshman about English teachers, you would’ve heard about someone with a different last name than I have now, because this summer I got married. The day was beautiful. The shining yellow sun sparkled on the water at Lake Zorinsky where we took wedding photos with our family and friends. The food was better than I could have imagined. The chicken, covered in a rich cream sauce, was delicious, and our guests loved the decadent dessert bar with 19 options! To get the fun part of the evening started, my husband and I sang a duet before kicking off the dance to “C’mon” by Ke$ha. The dance floor was consistently full with all of our friends. My wedding was a great night that I know I won’t forget!
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