Letterman’s Top Ten List:

Why Will’s Language Will Throw You For A Curve!

10. He liked to make-up words just for the occasion.  His audience didn’t understand every word either—that’s what made it fun!

Ex. “You roynish onion-eyed canker blossom.”

9. He even left words out if he felt like it.

Ex. “… I’ll _________ to England.”

8. He loved to use apostrophes to shorten words for you.  It made the words sound different to his audience.

Ex. “Unless I have mista’en his colors again.”

7. Some of his stuff isn’t even around anymore.

Ex. “O, belike his majesty has some intent.”

6. Oh, yeah. He even reversed word order to spice it up a bit.

Ex. “Look I so pale, Lord Dorset, as the rest.”

5. When an “ed” at the end of a word has an accent mark over it, pronounce the “ed” as a separate syllable.


Ex. “Tybalt is gone, and Romeo banished.”

4. He thought that old-time familiar pronouns were cool.


Ex. “Thou slander of thy heavy mother’s womb.”

3. His kings and noble used the royal plural all of the time to make themselves sound important.


Ex. “But shall we wear these glories for a day.”

2. His puns will catch you off guard and make you think quickly.


Ex. “You have dancing shoes/ With nimble soles; 


I have a soul of lead/ So stakes me to the 


ground I cannot move.”

1. He played tricks with punctuation.  We are trained to stop and take a breath at the end of a line of poetry.  Will doesn’t play that game.  When his lines end with a period, stop.  If it ends with a comma, pause but don’t stop completely.  If the line doesn’t end with punctuation at all, continue reading without stopping or pausing until you hit some.


Ex. From forth the fatal loins of these two foes



   A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life



   Whose misadventure piteous overthrows



   Doth with their death bury their parents’ strife.

