William Shakespeare was born in the town of Stratford-on-Avon in the country of England on April 23, 1564. (Records of his baptism three days later indicate that historians are probably accurate about his birthday.)
His parents’ names were
John and Mary Shakespeare.

 




was a shoe-maker and the town Mayor
His family would have been considered middle-class.
At age 14, he dropped out of grammar school.  He never did finish college. (*Still considered educated by most for that time period.)
He married Anne Hathaway in 1582 when he was 18 years old.  She was 26 years old at the time.
Together, they had 3 children.  Susanna, Judith, and Hamnet. (Judith and Hamnet were twins.  Hamnet died at age 11 from the plague.)

Shakespeare left home and went to London in 1586.  Although his initial intentions for moving were unclear, it is believed that he wanted to become an actor.

Shakespeare first performed with a group of actors called Lord Chamberlain’s Men.






By 1592, 6 of Shakespeare’s plays had been written and produced.
Romeo and Juliet was written sometime between 1594 and 1596. 
In 1599, Shakespeare became a 10% shareholder in The Globe Theater.

After Queen Elizabeth’s death in 1603, the acting group’s name changed to become known as the King’s Men, in honor of King James I (formerly James the VI of Scotland).

In partial retirement, Shakespeare returned to Stratford-on-Avon in 1612.

Shakespeare died on April 23, 1616 in his hometown.  His complete works were published 7 years after his death, totaling 37 plays.

